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Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brando7i  and  Byshottles  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

(1)  Population. — At  the  Census  in  April  igii.the  population  of  your  district 
was  found  to  be  17,668.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  for  last  year 
to  be  19,046,  for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  death  rate  and  the  birth  rate,  showing  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

(2)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District.  The  area 
in  acres  is  about  6,683.  The  district  forms  a long  narrow  strip  of  country  running  East 
and  West,  about  6}  miles  long  and  averaging  if  miles  broad.  The  River  Deerness  runs 
along  the  Northern  boundary,  joins  the  River  Browney  which  forms  the  Western  boundary, 
and  finally  enters  the  River  Wear,  which  borders  the  South-Eastern  corner  of  the 
district.  The  Southern  watershed  of  the  River  Deerness,  which  constitutes  the  greater 
part  of  the  district,  is  sharply  marked  off  by  a ridge  running  due  West  from  Brandon 
Colliery,  through  Brandon  Village,  which  has  an  elevation  of  over  600  feet.  The 
remaining  villages  occupy  more  sheltered  sites  at  lower  levels,  and  have  good  natural 
drainage.  The  district  is  divided  into  five  Wards,  the  East,  W'est,  North,  South,  and 
Centre.  The  East,  South  and  Centre  adjoin  each  other  and  are  the  most  populous,  the 
North  and  West  are  isolated. 

The  district  is  a Coal-field,  the  upper  Strata  being  of  sand  gravel  and  clay. 

The  main  industry  is  Coal  Mining  and  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  land 
devoted  to  Agriculture. 

(3)  Vital  Statistics. — The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district 
was  247  (132  males  and  115  females),  12  more  than  in  1919,  and  giving  a death-rate  of 
12  96  per  thousand,  which  is  satisfactorJ^  There  were  59  deaths  of  infants  under  i year 
of  age,  giving  a rate  of  107  per  thousand  births  registered.  This  rate  is  much  too  high 
and  compares  unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  80  per 
thousand  births. 

The  births  numbered  347  (270  males  and  277  females),  being  an  increase  of  48 
over  last  year  and  giving  a birth-rate  of  2877  per  thousand.  Illegitimate  births 
numbered  21  and  only  one  of  these  children  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  following  tables  are  self-explanatory.  In  the  second  table  the  figures  for 
your  district  are  compared  with  the  provisional  figures  for  the  administrative  County 
of  Durham,  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1920. 
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Cause  of  death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

... 

I 

Measles 

3 

I 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

3 ... 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

I 

I 

Influenza 

7 

2 

9 

Erysipelas 

I 

... 

I 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

8 ... 

17 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

I 

4 ... 

5 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

I 

4 

Cancer 

8 

...  13  ... 

21 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

2 

2 

Meningitis 

2 

... 

2 

Organic  heart  disease 

:o 

8 ... 

18 

Bronchitis 

12 

8 ... 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

...  13 

13  ... 

26 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

- ... 

4 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 37ears) 

.. 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

I 

I 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

.*  I 

I 

Parturition  (apart  from  Puerperal  Fever) 

... 

I 

I 

Congenital  Debility 

14 

12 

26 

Violence  (apart  from  Suicide) 

6 

I 

7 

Suicide 

I 

I 

2 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

...  36 

...  30  ... 

66 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

2 

2 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes 

...  132 

115 

247 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  <&  Analysis  of  the  Mortality  dtaring  the  year  1920. 


Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Popula- 

tion. 

Annual  Death-rate  per  looo  Civilian  Population. 

Rate  per  1000, 
Birrhs. 

1 

All  causes. 

Enteric  Fever.  1 

1 

Small  Pox. 

U 

2 

Scarlet  Fever. 

-\Vhooping  Cough, 

Diptheria. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
(under  2 years). 

Total  Deaths  under 

I year. 

England  and  Wales 

254 

12-4 

0-0 1 

0 00 

0-19 

0-04 

o-ii 

0 15 

0-48 

8-3 

80 

Durham  Coui.ly 

30-02 

12-31 

O’OI 

000 

0-20 

no 

1 

on 

1 

0-17 

1 

033 

1284 

106 

Brandon  & I’jyshottlcs 

28-77 

12  96 

0-00005 

f)-00 

0 

c-' 

0 

1 

1 

j 0-0001 

0-00005 

0-00 

1 

0-0003 

0003 

107 
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(4)  Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  good  and  continuous,  and  is  supplied 
by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company.  A few  outlying  farms  and  houses  draw 
water  from  wells  and  springs.  At  Primrose  Farm  and  Langley  Cottages  samples  of 
water  were  submitted  for  analysis  a year  ago  and  were  found  to  be  contaminated  and 
dangerous  for  domestic  purposes.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  supply  water  from 
the  Company’s  mams.  The  work  is  now  in  hand  and  will  shortly  be  completed. 

(5)  Rivers  and  Streams  — No  pollution  has  been  observed  during  the  year. 

(6)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.—  A new  system  of  drainage  is  required  at  Hedley 
Hill  Terrace,  and  also  at  Brandon  Village.  New  sewers  to  replace  open  channels  are 
required  for  South  Street,  Railway  Street,  College  Terrace,  Brandon  Colliery. 

Sewage  disposal  works  are  in  operation  at  Langley  Moor,  Browney,  Sleetburn, 
Esh  Winning,  and  Waterhouses,  and  are  satisfactory. 

(7)  Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  3,358  ash-closets,  236  ash-pit  privies  and 
227  water  closets  in  the  district.  10  ash-closets  have  been  replaced  by  water  closets 
during  the  year,  and  several  notices  have  been  served  to  convert  ash-pit  privies  into 
water  closets. 

(8)  Scavenging. — This  work  has  been  done  by  seventeen  contractors.  In  some 
districts  it  was  done  satisfactorily,  whilst  in  others  it  was  done  indifferently.  Most  of 
refuse  is  carted  to  the  Council’s  tips,  but  a portion  of  it  is  usea  for  manuring  the  land. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  the  Council  should  take  this  work  into  their  own  hands, 
and  although  the  cost  might  be  greater,  the  work  would  be  better  done  and  the  health 
of  the  community  improved. 

All  ash-closets  are  contracted  to  be  cleared  out  once  a week,  but  in  some  districts 
this  has  not  been  done. 

Removable  ash  bins  are  not  in  use  in  district 

(9)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — The  following  table  summarises  the 


sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK. 

Special  visits  to  premises  on  complaint,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  530 

Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  489 

Nuisances  abated  after  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  514 

Sanitary  conveniences  inspected  in  reference  to  scavenging  ...  6,967 

Notices  served  upon  the  Contractors  ...  ...  ...  124 

Infected  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Articles  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  605 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  20 

Special  visits  to  slaughter-houses  for  the  detection  of  unsound  meat...  26 
Cowsheds  and  dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Obstructions  removed  from  drains,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  16 

Seizures  of  unsound  meat  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  2 

Elementary  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Animals  improperly  kept,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  inspected,  re  Housing,  Towm  Planning  Act  ...  ...  106 

Ash-closets  converted  to  w'ater  closets  ...  ...  ...  To 


4 


(10)  Schools. — There  are  eight  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district  con- 
veniently situated  at  Langley  Moor,  Browney  Colliery,  Brandon  Colliery,  Brandon 
Village,  New  Brancepeth,  Esh  Winning,  and  Waterhouses.  Complaints  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  soft  and  muddy  condition  of  some  of  the  play-grounds,  but 
these  are  receiving  the  attention  of  the  County  Council.  The  water  supply  is  good  and 
the  sanitary  condition  satisfactory. 

(11)  Food. — (a)  Milk  Supply. — Most  of  the  milk  is  produced  within  the  district 
and  appears  to  be  of  a wholesome  character.  A certain  quantity  is  imported  by  the 
Meadowfield  Co  operative  Society.  Bye  Laws  for  the  regulation  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops  w'ere  issued  in  igii. 

Twenty-six  cow-byres  in  which  228  cows  were  kept  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  Five  byres  were  found  to  have  dirty  walls  and  floors,  and  notices  were  served 
upon  the  owners  to  cleanse  them  and  whitewash  the  walls  The  notices  have  been 
complied  with.  No  overcrowding  was  observed. 

(6)  Other  Foods. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  frequently  visits  slaughter-houses  at 
the  time  of  slaughter.  Most  of  the  fresh  meat  supplied  in  the  district  is  killed  in  the 
private  abbatoirs  of  the  Co-operative  Societies  at  Meadowfield  and  Waterhouses. 
Smaller  slaughter-houses  are  still  in  use. 

I'  our  seizures  of  diseased  and  unsound  food  stuffs  were  made.  One  was  a carcase 
of  beef  badly  affected  with  tuberculosis,  two  others  were  two  dozen  rabbits,  and  the 
other  Covernment  cheese.  These  were  all  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  and 
destroyed. 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned : — 


In  1914.  In  Jan.  1920.  In  Dec.  1920, 
Registered  ...  ...  o ...  10  ...  10 

Licensed  ...  ...  o ...  o-  ...  o 

Total  ...  ...  o ...  10  ...  10 

(12)  Infectious  Diseases. — 187  cases  were  notified  and  were  as  follows  : — 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Enteric  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Puerperal  P'ever  ...  ...  ...  i 


(a)  S'carlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  whole  of  the  year, 
particularly  in  the  early  and  late  months.  It  was  fairly  general  over  the  whole  district, 
but  most  cases  occurred  in  the  East,  South,  Centre,  and  West  Wards.  There  were 
three  deaths. 

■1)  Tuberculosis.— Of  the  19  cases  notified  17  were  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs, 
and  two  of  other  organs.  'I'here  were  17  deaths  from  Pulmonary  d'uberculosis,  and  9 
from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

(c)  Diphtheria.  -These  cases  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  district  and  all 
recovered.  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  on  application 
at  the  1 lospital. 
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(d)  Enteric  Fever. — One  ca^e  occurred  at  Brandon  Colliery,  and  the  other  at 
Meadowfield.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

(e)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.-  Both  cases  occurred  at  Brandon  Colliery. 

(/)  Erysipelas.- Occur ed  at  Langley  Moor. 

ig)  Puerperal  Fever. — This  case  occurred  at  New  Brancepeth  and  proved  fatal. 

(h)  None  of  the  diseases  notifiable  under  the  regulations  of  the  7th  January, 
1919,  i.e.,  pneumonia,  malaria,  dysentery,  and  trench  fever  were  notified. 

Bacteriological  aids  were  made  use  of  to  a considerable  extent,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Influenza  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
were  all  responsible  for  deaths. 

\i)  Isolation  Hospital. — 150  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 of  Enteric  Fever,  and  i of 
Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  There  was  one  death  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  Hospital  was  fully  occupied  nearly  all  the  year. 

The  installation  of  the  Telephone  at  the  Hospital  is  desirable  aud  would  facilitate 
its  working  considerably. 

fi3)  Workshop  Inspections. — Eighteen  workshops,  including  two  bakeries, 
w’ere  visited  during  the  year  and  six  sanitary  defects  were  found.  Four  had  dirty  and 
defective  water  closets,  one  dirty  walls,  and  one  defective  yard  pavement.  Notices 
were  given  and  in  each  case  the  defects  were  remedied.  The  chief  work-rooms  are  in 
connection  with  the  Co  operative  Societies  of  .Meadowfield,  New  Brancepeth,  and 
Waterhouses,  and  are  generally  found  to  be  sanitary  and  satisfactory.  The  chief 
industries  carried  on  are  tailoring,  dressmaking,  millinery,  boot  repairing,  aerated 
water  manufacturing,  and  sanitary  pipe  and  brick  making. 

HOUSING. 

(i)  Overcrowding — There  is  much  overcrowding  in  the  district,  but  owdng  to 
the  shortage  of  houses  it  cannot  be  effectively  dealt  with.  In  a few  instances  larger 
houses  have  been  found  for  families  in  which  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  occurred. 

There  are  3.648  dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  the  great  majority  being  of  the 
working  class  type.  330  are  back  to  back.  The  size  of  the  houses  vary  from  two  to 
four  rooms,  chiefly.  Unfortunately,  howmver,  too  many  are  of  the  twm-roomed  type, 
which  accounts  for  much  of  the  overcrowding  in  the  district.  It  is  estimated  there  are 
over  400  dwellings  in  an  overcrowded  state. 

Three  schemes  have  been  adopted  by  your  Council  for  the  erection  of  500  houses. 
The  sites  are  at  Meadowfield,  New  Brancepeth,  and  Waterhouses.  The  Meadowffield 
houses  have  been  commenced  with. 

The  40  houses  in  Newcastle  Street,  Brandon,  which  were  reported  upon  some 
time  ago,  and  in  regard  to  which  your  Council  interviewed  the  Owners,  are  now  in 
course  of  reconstruction.  They  are  being  enlarged,  and  w'hen  completed  will  contain 
five  rooms  each,  wash-house,  water  closet,  and  self-contained  yard.  Ten  are  nearly 
completed.  A new  main  sewer  has  been  laid  to  receive  the  branch  connections. 
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SCHOOL  STREET  HOUSES. 

These  houses  were  reported  as  having  step-ladders  to  the  bedrooms,  also  as  being 
generally  in  an  insanitary  state.  Notice  was  served  upon  the  Owners,  who  have  done 
a little  patching-up,  but  the  step-ladders  and  wet  brick  floors  still  remain. 

PICTURE  PALACES  AND  THEATRES. 

These  places  have  been  inspected,  reported  upon,  and  notices  served  in  two  cases 
in  respect  to  the  improvement  and  provision  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences.  There 
are  three  in  the  district-,  namely  : — ‘The  Gaiety,”  at  Hamilton  Row,  “The  Empire,” 
and  Hippodrome,  at  Langley  Moor. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909,  106  dwelling  houses  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year.  The  appended  report  will  show  their  sanitary  condition, 
together  wiih  recommendations  of  work  required  to  put  them  into  a habitable  state  of 

repair. 

SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

(1)  South  Terrace,  Waterhouses,  should  be  drained,  sewered,  and  water  closets 
substituted  for  the  existing  ash-pit  privies. 

(2)  Hedley  Hill  Terrace  should  be  sewered  and  drained  and  yards  cemented. 

(3;  The  muddy  unmade  streets  in  the  district  should  receive  attention. 

(4.)  The  open  channels  in  Brandon  Colliery  should  be  abolished  and  sewers 
provided.  .Also  enclosed  yards  should  be  made  containing  the  necessary  conveniences 
for  South,  East,  and  West  Streets,  and  for  other  streets  under  similar  circumstances  in 
this  village. 

(5)  Telephone  in  the  Hospital  is  needed. 

The  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  consists  of  Mr.  William  Ward,  who  is 
Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector.  Mr.  A.  Robson  is  Architect  for  the  new  housing 
schemes,  and  Mr.  Hewitson  has  recently  been  appointed  Clerk  of  Works. 

'I'here  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 

APPENDICES. 

Housing  Conditions  Statistics,  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1920. 


1.  General. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-9,046 

(2)  General  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ■ . 12.96 

''3)  Death-rate  from  fl'uberculosis  ...  ..  ••  I-36 

^1  Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  107 

'5;  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  c;las.ses  ...  ...  3>1^'‘^4 

f6)  .Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  3-6oo 

7,.  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  ...  none 


2.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(I)  Inspection. 

(D  7'otal  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  107 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  20 

(II)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  .Authority  or  their  Officers  12 


(III)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served,  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  in  progress. 

(5)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  none. 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served,  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ..  ...  41 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  weie  remedied 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  none. 


Durham. 

2 1 St  March.  1921. 


1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  SMITH,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


JSvanbon  anb  ffi^sbottlce  Tllrban  ©istvict  douncil. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 


JOINT  RERORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

ON  THE  HOUSING  AND  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF 

PART  OF  THE  BOYNE  PROPERTY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles 
Urbait  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  “ Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,”  we  have 
made  a house  to  house  inspection  of  part  of  the  Boyne  property,  and  herewith 
submit  to  you  our  report. 

WHITWELL  TERRACE. 

The  worst  feature  of  this  street  of  houses  is  the  privy  ashpit  system,  which 
ought  to  be  abolished  and  water  closets  put  in.  Before  the  recent  War  the 
Owners  of  the  Boyne  property,  under  notice,  with  the  exception  of  this  Terrace, 
substituted  all  the  privy  ashpits  by  ash-closets,  and  cemented  the  yards  of  250 
houses.  Your  Council  also  made  up  the  front  streets  of  Whitwell  Terrace,  Gardner 
Street,  Lynes  Street  and  Angus  Street.  These  matters  improved  the  Boyne 
property  very  considerably,  but  there  still  remains  much  to  be  done. 


The  Whitwell  Terrace  houses  are  all  Through  dwellings  and  have  three 
rooms  each.  The  kitchen,  or  living  room,  measures  about  16  feet  by  15  feet  by  8 
feet  9 inches  high.  They  appear  to  be  of  uniform  size  throughout  the  street.  The 
Water  Company’s  service  is  laid  on  to  every  house.  On  the  whole  they  are  decent 
cottages  and  well  kept  by  the  tenants.  Unfortunately,  however,  there  are  no  wash- 
houses to  them,  with  the  exception  of  a few  wooden  erections  provided  by  the 
occupiers.  There  is  a fireplace  in  one  of  the  bedrooms  in  each  house.  The 
defective  floors  and  spouting  are  hereinafter  noted. 


BRANDON  LANE. 

In  this  row  there  are  twenty-seven  houses  with  three  rooms  each  and 
a 1 — fall  attic,  d'hcre  are  many  defective  damj)  quail  floors,  together  with  much 
defective  spouting.  'I  herc  are  no  proper  coal-houses,  only  wooden  boxes  that  have 
buen  provided  by  the  tenants.  Most  of  the  bedroom  fires  smoke,  in  consequence  of 
hi-:h  the  lluec  have  been  sealed  up.  All  the  privy  ashpits  were  abolished  some 
tune  ago  and  ash  clesets  provided,  d'he  yards  at  the  same  time  were  all  cemented 
and  the  drainage  imjiroved. 


GARDNER  AND  LYNES  STREETS. 

These,  also,  are  Through  houses,  and  have  two  rooms  each,  measuring 
about  15  feet  by  14  feet  by  8 feet  high.  Some  are  8 feet  6 inches  in  height  from  floor 
to  ceiling.  Many  of  the  quarl  floors  are  defective  and  damp.  Several  windows  are 
sealed  up  with  paint  and  cannot  be  opened.  The  chimney  stacks  have  no  pots  on, 
in  consequence  of  which  several  of  the  bedroom  fireplaces  smoke.  The  absence  of 
coal-houses  is  also  a striking  feature  in  these  streets,  only  ill-looking  wooden 
erections,  roughly  constructed  by  the  tenants  themselves.  The  pantry  accommoda 
tion  is  poor.  All  the  privy  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  the  yards  cemented. 

-Yt  the  end  of  this  Report  are  recommendations  of  work  required  to  be 

done. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
houses  individually  : — 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1.  The  privy  ashpits  in  Whitwell  Terrace  should  be  abolished  and  water 
closets  piovided.  Also  the  ashpits  at  330,  331,  332,  Brandon  Lane,  should  be 
replaced  by  W.C’s  and  the  yard  cemented. 

2.  All  defective  quarl  floors  should  be  relaid  in  cement,  and  defective 

stair-head  windows  repaired.  1, 

3.  Suitable  coal-houses  provided  where  required. 

4.  Chimney  pots  might  be  provided  for  the  houses  in  Brandon  Lane  and 
Gardner  Street. 

5.  All  sealed  windows  should  be  made  to  open,  defective  roofs  and 
spouting  repaired. 

6.  Brandon  Lane,  Gardner  and  Lynes  Streets  (back)  should  be  made  up. 

7.  Any  other  necessary  work  done  to  render  the  houses  sanitary  and 

habitable. 


HENRY  SMITH,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

WILLIAM  WARD,  C.R.SJ.,  M.S  I.A., 

Llousing  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


19th  November,  1920. 


